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Hy TIM PORWERS and WARREN KINSELLA

Khulll: 1 just retarned from a CBC
Radio taping. and the question was;
“Dia pralls really mearier?™

My answer: "o they magier? To polits-
cal hacks ke us? They matter caly in the
way that heroin maiters bo heroin sddices™

Clumsy aitemnpt al humossr, sure, bt
it tha truth, just the e polli—io
shalkisg beckroomirs like Powers and
me=are beautifsl, shiny things, upon
which we lavish much strention and lve,
To s, they maiter. To s, they coust. To us,
piolls—cvernighis, tracking, attitedinal,
dial growps, qualitative and quantitative
stalf—are wonderful. We cannet get
enough of them

Universily professces, of toame, saeer
&l . They think their points of view
lhgrl:maltﬁr mmlhan':l:lr poings of
view of 1he luspenproletariat,

We've all heard the criticisms: namely,
that campaigns are uiterly irrelevand o
the livies o real prople—you keaow, the
folks who seeer, or head to the kibchen for
a glass of milk, when a political spot is
broadesst. If casspaigns ane desigoed 1o
inform voters about the choloes mvailable
o them—if they highlight differences, and
if thery motivane volers Lo expross thesn-
selves on the basis of those differences
then campaigns dio what they ane sup-
posed 1o do. Political campaigns sasy not
be the pretilest of dialectical exercises, bt
Hhey feem 1o meet Ehe two hasic require-
ments: information and metivation.

WISEGUYS

Polls, Lewinsky aside, are the sex and cigars of politics
Polls fo skulking backroomers like us are beautifid, shiny things: lavish atfention and love
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Wit B oy B Wirvialla's ichiics b Conaarvativss v o Daguty Condanvative Lascer Petsr Macky, in particular, pictured, beft, with B —
Lee Richardson and Mm Prenbce, st week on e Hill, in Bs campaign: slop the Nerwous Mellysm. Foows on the long game. Fire T Nervous Nelles.

A polls, which messure & person’s
interest—or lack thereol—in a campaign
and & campaign's issues asd candidates are
& renl and useful wiy to measure public
aftitudes, and glean insighés inbo what is
informative and what wall motivale voten
Conirury to whist ihe snobs sey, ey don't
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e the public’s poinis of view—they in

m«m I':w nuhh-':: point of view. .

Push polls, asd the like, are anethical
and sheould be exposed and punished. But
the types of quality work done by sonse of
Canada's best polling agencies, like Ipsos
Redd end Pollsrs, provide us with iremen-
dous imsight and knowledge. If public
prolliegg had boen taking place in the last
few duys of the 2004 cumpaign, would
Stephen Harper have reconssdered his
decision 16 hang oul in Alberia? Would the
Towres hive resisted the tempantion to hie
hack with teugh, critical ads of their own?
Nt an your life

Miow, theere: u?lrm:.- of evidence io sug-
st that political partses sometinies pay oo
:nmhumm:iuum;m ing dsta, of oourss.

Whenever o political party dips im the
polls, for example, the media will call up
anony s Nerous Nellies (o get & quots
whout the need for an immedinte leader-
ship convention, The media da that all the
tinse—and all the time, it is gererally caly
ihe Conservative Party's Nervous Nellies
wibo rise to the Bail

My ndvice in (his campalgn (and o
Peter MacKay in partioalark sbop the Mer-
vems Mellvism. Fooss on the leag game.,
¥ou Tories browght the most successful
political maschine in Western demccracy to
within ane vete—a sngle vele!—of a
humdlistisg defest in the House of Com-
mans in the spring of 2008, You forced the
Mastin Liberals into all sorts of tawdny,
bschoroom deal-making to svobd an elec-
tiom they knew they would lose, And,
AW —yel aggain—ven &re all nexplicably
comam iiing ritual jex] subcide in pabe
lic. My mchvice: I'II'!P:S:: MNervous ."'-':rIIilt":':TllI
Arap om & 860 of gosads, and fight B
vomr lives depend on L, quit the kvetching
mn public. Ard don't bet polling data be
yemr anly potitical tosapass

That's all for me. 'm off 1o read Bricker
ar] Wirigtht's latest cvernight's for CanWest]

Poweers: Well. as Warren and | both
hanve poling divisions in our companies, it
s Madr 8o say we think polling is » premy
valushie tool. However, | know better than
10 speak any further for his so 11 stop
wrrysell from dedng juss that.

Polls, Monica Lewinsky aside, are the
sew amil vigars of palilics. Dpinion surves
feed the politice’s sppetite for informa-
tion. They serve as a mood barometer and
am energy hypasdermic, More impartantly
they gage public sentiment. As Abrahnm

Limcols snid*Pablic semtiment is every-
thimg. With public sentiment nothing can
Fail: without i nothing can sseoeed, He
wivn moulds public sentiment goes Seeper
than ke whao enacts statules or decisions
poasibile oF mposaible 1 exXecule.”

Dagring ihe last ledernl electbon in 2004
e saw just how addicied people were fo
prublic perspoctives, The SES daily rrack-
ing survey was & buge hit with politicisns,
would-be hembers of Parlisment. media,
palitcal junkis, bloggers and damn i,
even the public. Perhaps it is indicstive of
cmr reality show era that pecgile want the
s opratic drama 10 unfold daily

Ginod resenrch lemds to good strategy. B
i# vital to look at polls nof a8 simgular sur-
wirys st in 0 Series over lime s as 0o best
determine patterns and glean the perti-
mnent daka as towhy things are unfalding
in & particular wiy, Individual pells are
like one-night stands, either bot-wild
romps or of the chew your arm off variety,
Wou can now spprociate bener why Con-
servaiives say,"we don't commeent on mdi-
vidual polls "W nnald e betraying our
mornl rectitude by doisg olherwise.

Party voluneers whao are vital fo all
campaiges, especally local omes. see polls
a5 their humsas ressances evaluntion fom
Apart from ke prediciable, “we are kicking
tha shit ést of the cpponent” propaganda
that comes from the abways-c-of ouch
central office muedia, sponsoned
e validity ta ar deflate the hard working
field workers™ effort. | remember durisg
the 1903 PC campaign how polls were wsed
ad Etivations) 1ools in the sarly daye s
el miotivmie workers bo suppost that
wnmitigaied disaster Kim Campbell By the
e of Vet CASAIEN 1By wens whine TRy
should bave been—lining kitty liter boes
througheat the nation.

I a cantpuipn & party’s isternal polls
are like valuable irinkets where very few
people get fo hold any of them. Part of the
s for thil s mystique—pleyisg (o that
sex nnd power theme. Part of it s protec
Hon— hoose Bps sink shipe, Part of it s an
ol seheel medivation echnique—oever bell
ayyone they sre doing o good job uniil the
o s done. Whatever the rationale isternal
polls Ere is mysSLErious 0 most people
politics as they are oulside of them.

Tim Powers i o comenuniostions odviser
s P Connsewvat e compasign and Warren:
Kinsella i a formar Jean Chrdtien adviser
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